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Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the Legendary Berlin Tasting

Viña Errázuriz and Viña Seña will host a Gala Dinner 

in Montreal to mark the occasion
MONTREAL, QC, October 8, 2014 - This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Berlin Tasting, a renowned blind tasting initiative that toured 17 countries and helped establish Chile’s place amongst the world’s greatest wine appellations. To celebrate this milestone in the history of Chilean wine, Viña Errázuriz and Viña Seña will host a Gala Dinner in Montreal on October 29 at the Ritz-Carlton.
The Gala Dinner is part of a world tour launched this year to commemorate the anniversary of the Berlin Tasting. The tour has visited some of the historical destinations where the blind tastings took place and features older vintages of the original wines that were tasted, including Don Maximiano, Seña and Viñedo Chadwick, showcasing their world-class quality and aging potential. The commemorative tour began in Asia in March, continued onto Europe in May, and is now reaching the Americas, with stops in Canada and Brazil.
In the history of the Berlin Tasting, blind tastings were carried out in major wine capitals around the world – in cities like Hong Kong, Dubai, London, New York and Beijing – in order to complete a global picture. Throughout this ten-year journey, Chilean wines were placed among the top three in 20 of the 22 tastings, achieving a remarkable 90 per cent preference rate by over 1,400 participating key palates from around the world. 
“Without a doubt these worldwide tastings are proof of the remarkable advances of the Chilean wine viticulture. During the last ten years, the best wines of Chile, in particular those of the Chadwick family, have served as locomotives and most importantly, they have vividly revealed the richness and huge potential of this great wine-making country,” said Michel Phaneuf, Canadian Wine Writer, Author and Consultant, on the Berlin Tastings.
“The Berlin Tasting has reached the height of a true milestone thanks to the consistent recognition of the world-class status of our wines, granted by top connoisseurs worldwide,” said Eduardo Chadwick, President and Owner of Viña Errázuriz and Viña Seña. “We are very pleased and grateful to commemorate this ten year journey with them and look forward to celebrating the history of this tasting with our friends in Montreal.”
The Berlin Tasting and the Quest for International Recognition
In January 2004, Europe's most highly regarded wine journalists, writers, and buyers were invited to gather in Berlin for a blind tasting of 16 wines from the 2000 and 2001 vintages. The tasting included some of the best wines in the world, most of them rated 100 points by wine critic Robert Parker. The outcome placed Chile’s 2000 Viñedo Chadwick and 2001 Seña ahead of legendary world-class wines, thereby establishing the event as a milestone in the history of Chilean wine and a breakthrough for the recognition of Chilean terroirs worldwide. 

The inaugural Berlin Tasting constituted a milestone, but it also brought surprise with its results, even criticism and disbelief. So it was important to repeat it, always blind, never revealing the origins and vintages of the wines tasted, in different places and under different palates. The reason for conducting these blind tastings was to allow the participants an unbiased view of the wines tasted and the opportunity to evaluate their intrinsic quality for themselves. 
A new tasting format was launched in 2011, introducing the ‘vertical tasting’ concept to evaluate older vintages of the world’s greatest wines alongside Chilean ones. The goal was to show the aging potential of these iconic wines and to demonstrate how well Chilean fine wines evolve and improve with age. The results were highly favourable, and the audience was appreciative and impressed with the high quality and ageability of the top Chilean wines.  
· To learn more about the Berlin Tasting, please visit www.theberlintasting.com
· Watch The Berlin Tasting’s documentary on YouTube at www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvIwisdAkRQ
· Follow the conversation on Twitter @errazurizwines #berlintasting
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